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*God' they do understand what the^ are saying:. E.S, Maseall
maintains that, as a fact of experience, theological statements
are meaningful, in the context in which theological talk occurs.16
Believers not only believe that God exists,, they also believe a
number of things about him. It is not always- clear how many
of these things are explicitly or implicitly included in the definition
which they assume of the word 'God'. In consequence, wheat
they use eGod' they may not all be meaning precisely the same
thing by it.
There can be no harm in adopting different, definitions of*
'God* in different arguments for God's existence, provided we
are quite clear what we are doing and carefully check each*
against the others. Thus in one argument we might define God
as a being having the attribute X and, having.proved the existence
of such a being, go on to argue that in addition it possessed the
attributes Y and Z. In another argument we might define God'
as a being possessing the attributes X and Y and having proved'
the existence of such a being, go on to prove that it possessed in
addition the attribute Z. We should then have two arguments
proving the existence of a being possessing the attributes X, Y
and Z.17
Let me examine some of the definitions of the term cGod'.
St. Anselm's definition of God is 'something than which nothing
greater can be conceived*. By 'greater' he does not mean
practically larger, but superior or more perfect. J.N. Findlay
defines the idea of God as the idea of the 'adequate object of"
religious attitudes. F.C. Copleston said that God is a supreme
personal being. Bertrand Russell also agreed to this view
during their debate regarding the existence of God. Descartes
has expressed in his Third Meditation that God is a supremely-
perfect being. From the point of view of metaphysics, God is.
the highest reality, the highest value and the highest end. By
16.    Maseall, E.S., "Theology and Language", The Openness
pp. 32-33.
17.    Maseall, E.S., *God and Logtc*,.7%e Openness oiBeing, p.. 36.